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THE BOOK:Caroline Dorothea Margrethe Keyser, known
throughout most of her life as Linka, was born in
Kristiansand, Norway, July 2, 1829. This book, combining a
new translation of her diary and letters with her sketches,
provides an important glimpse into the life of a prominent
Norwegian immigrant in the mid-nineteenth century—an
important set of historical documentation.

Most of the people in Norway whom Linka mentions in her
diary are included in the Norges Biografisk Leksikon,
which is essentially a “Who’s Who” of Norwegian society,
including high-ranking leaders within the church. After her
marriage to Hermann Preus in 1851, she emigrated to
America where she had the general prestige of a pastor’s
wife, which her husband’s rising position in the newly
emerging Norwegian Synod quickly enhanced.

THE EDITORS:Marvin G. Slind is associate professor
of history at Luther College, Decorah, Iowa, where he
teaches courses in Scandinavian history, Scandinavian
immigration history, and the Vikings.Gracia Grindal is
professor of rhetoric at Luther Seminary, Saint Paul, Minne-
sota. She has published many articles on the history of
Scandinavian-American Lutheran hymnody, and the women
of the Norwegian-American Lutheran churches.
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